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PART I. REFUGE HIGHLIGHT STATEMENT

Precipitation for the period totaled 21.31 inches which is 5.36 inches
higher than the normal 15.95 inches. Unusually heavy rains occurred
during the months of March, April, and May. The heavy rainfall resulted
in a substantial run-off. The Turkey River Bottoms were flooded on
several occasions, leaving huge ice flows over much of the area which
included two agricultural units where the corn had not been picked.

Snowfall for the period was relatively light. Theonlyhuwsnwfnll
occurred on April 9th and 10th when a total of 15 inches was recorded.
Along with high winds, the snow created blizzard conditions with drifts
of 15 feet not uncommon.

Generally, temperatures averaged above normal for the period. mmn
average was 5 degrees above the normal mean average of 40 degrees. The
maximm temperature recorded during the period was 92 degrees in June,
while the minimum was minus 10 degrees in Jamuary.

On March 22nd, the river reached its st level of 622,30 feet. This
is 11.3 feet above the normal level of «0 feet. On three separate
occassions the gates at Lock and Dam 10 were all the way out and the
Mississippi River was free-flowing. During the period March through May,
the gates were out T7 consecutive days which is extremely umisual. During
the reporting period, the gates rere out a total of 94 days.

Mild temperatures in February ( mean average 11 degrees above normal )

sav migration begin with the arrival of goldeneyes followed by mallards.
Peak migration occurred the fourth week in March with the presence of
25,545 birds. Compared to 1972, this peak number is a reduction of nearly

50 per cent. Use days for the reporting rmmsﬂo,éso.&aw(M),
mallards (10%), wood ducks (9%), and canvasbacks (7%) comprised the bulk
of the use days. Scaup peaked at 14,645 and mallards at 5,610 as compared
to 20,470 and 10,870 respectively in 1972.

Water levels were much more favorable for waterfowl production this year
as compared to 1972. Wood duck production was estimated at 1,857, up

from i;%‘finlm. Mallerd production was estimated to be 158, up slightly
from 1972.

Public use for the reporting period totaled 107,607 visits. This is a

45 percent increase over 1972. Fishing still remains the major yemr round
activity with 57,019 visits recorded which is

visits and an increase of 90 per cent wver the same period

in
ing ranks second with 20,278 visits, representing 18 per cent of the total
visits.
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,PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION BY SPECIES OF TOTAL INCK DAY USE
UPPER MISS: NWR - G-UTTENMBERG DisTRICT

Refuge:

Period: JANAKARY — APRie 1973

Percent of total duck day use

s 19 71 1972 X973
Species . % of use : Order; ® of use : Order : % of use : Crder
‘Mallard : | o] /7 - yie) £ gl
Black duck 3 T A Tr L7 : 7 N
Gadwall R I = A e i y S T T~ : 16
Baldpate . s T A T & A . : a2 : 8
Pintail HI [ s G J t /Y : 4 : 74
Go.w.teal P i o - 2 3 .9 s % i
B.w.teal vl A A 3 s 5 : / s g
Shoveler 1 TP W 1 AT i s )3 T TR =
Wood duck . A R : / .33 5% = 5 S
Redhead = 1 LAk i /0 N | T £ 2
Ring-nsck i £ L A oD z -7
Canvasback - T S E 5. 5.7 : 7
Lesser scaup : 3 S PR G 4 s 2 63 - i
Golden-eye s o H (o : 4o s IR 1 : &
Bufflchead T VA : / 7 s 1 s Ay
Ruddy 1T S/ i T : /b W : 10
Mergansers e s W3 A e : 9 s 4
0ld squay e : : : : :
Scoters : - : : : :
Comments:




‘--1}

PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION BY SPECIES OF TOTAL DUCK DAY USE
Refuge: UPPER Miss. NW.R. -~ GUTTENBERG- DSTRiCT

Period: mAY- AUGUST 7973

Percent of total duck day use

o

o 19 71 19 72 973
* Species : % of use : Order: % of use : Order : % of use ; Order
Mallard § ey : 2 3 9 : 3 1 Jo A
Black duck :: 7 : : : .
Gadwall - : - : 2 .
Baldpate : 3 : Ir I 1 2 Tr 2 o oF
Pintail < L (- / P (o :  TIr i G
G.Wo.teal = 1 # TP 2 20 : 2
B.w.teal : 7% : B L g 2 o T 4 o
Shoveler s T H ) S o S < S | : -
Wood duck 5 .75 I H L . | A £ 5 : /
Redhead : : : : :
Ring-neck : : : T . = 7 : :
Canvasback 2 : : z :
Lesser scaup S AP i T 4§ B / £ 55
Golden-eye : : S o T gt .
Bufflshead i $ ) : s
Ruddy ey §o p : s :
Mergansers 1 Tr : 4 s iy s & w9 s 4
0ld squaw $ - : : : s
Scoters : : : 3 s :

Comments:




PERCENTAGE COMFOSITION BY SPECIES OF TOTAL IUCK DAY USE
Refuge: WFPPER /Miss. N WR, — GUrTENBERE DisTRICT
Period: SEPTEMBER — DE’C€M8€2 ‘973

: Percent of total duck day use
: 1971 1972 19 73
> Species : % of use : Order: % of use : Order : % of use ; Crder
Mallard > Rw-- ® 4 8 g 5 f - Hi g Ll
Black duck s / L - ¥ 2 g : / 9
Gadwall s Tr i / 2ot I ji o =
Baldpate s = < e 2 s : = I 5
Pintail : / HE 4 - / S O & - G
G.w.teal : 5 $ e o4 3 BIEST H ] : wr A
; Dol St R XTI I S s 4
Shoveler T Tr £ Py E e : 7% L I . 74
Wood duck ¢t 149 - - 2 : 23 g =2
Redhead T s St i - : T Y Vi
. Ring-neck : 3 Py & . 1. 5 e it
Canvasbhack . Tr S 1 B 2 t & 2 i . 8
Lesser scaup : I8 .3 L e 3 g - 2
Golden-eye s i o = / AW . T : y -
Bufflehead T ey o S V6t ir : /5
Ruddy = S AL T B T i
Mergansers § 3 I : - o A ey S = Y G £
0ld squaw H 2 $ : : :
Scotexrs 3 : H . : :
Comments: z
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Refuge: UFPPER missiVuw. B.— GUTTENBEL ¢ DT,
Period: Calendar Year | 973

STCCKED:NO. PRESENT

2
;
§ 5
g

/0

* sojes oejee esfer cajos ae
°c cecjes eajes eofloe snfes oo
3
®s ecjeo seflee eejos safoe seflec ee
ee eoojor soles oceflos esles esfes oo
f

es ceflees ocohoo ewfec eofee so
ee oo fose sofee oo Joe ocafen e

ot
5
B
e

C. Big Game Animals (White~tailed deer)
TION: YOUNG : GRER HUNTER : LOSSES : POPUTATION
JAN.. 1 :PRODUCED :NO.PRESENT : TAKE : : DEC, 31
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